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County Commissioner’s Report 
 
It is girl centred, girl led and continuing to grow in Durham North. We have over 
3150 members. 
We have had a very busy year once again, with the girls having many opportunities 
to have adventures including: 

 Brownie Pack Holidays and fun days; Guide camps and holidays; Senior 
Section holidays 

 Brownies and Guides from Sunderland North enjoyed a visit to Paris and there 
were also other trips arranged by Gateshead Division to Paris and by 
Whickham Division to Switzerland. 

 members of all sections completed badges, challenges and Go for Its on a 
variety of themes 

 Jarrow Division had a fantastic time at Wellies and Wristbands This is 
Girlguiding’s annual festival-style event that is exclusively for Guides and 
members of the Senior Section which aims to give girls the full festival 
experience with their Leaders by their side 

 taking advantage of the good weather and enjoying outdoor activities away 
from the meeting place, including trails, quizzes and geocaching and a beach 
challenge 

 celebrating Thinking Day with challenges and activity days. In particular, 
Senior section members from Sunderland South participated in Spark 2016 – 
celebrating 100 years of the Senior Section by taking over Alexandra Palace 
for a weekend of activities. 

 organising celebrations and challenges to commemorate the Queen’s 90th 
birthday 

 members from Washington and Houghton enjoyed taking part in the Beamish 
Empire Weekend event. Empire Day was first celebrated in 1902, following 
the end of the Boer War. Traditionally held on the birthday of Queen Victoria 
– it was intended to encourage people, especially children, to be aware of their 
duties as citizens of the British Empire. 

 Senior section members from around the County also enjoyed their own 
sleepover event. 

 
Many girls and leaders made the journey to York in December and enjoyed a carol 
service in the wonderful York Minster. It was a fantastic way to start the Christmas 
season. 
 
We continue to have a comprehensive schedule of trainings in the County in order 
to ensure all our leaders have the necessary skills to carry out all the activities 
safely in their meeting places every week.  Over the last year, more than 35 leaders 
have gained one or more modules as part of the Leadership Scheme. In addition to 
this 3 members of the Senior Section have gained the Young Leader qualification.  
Many of our members have benefitted from a residential experience, whether it has 
been an overnight stay or longer. This might have been a Rainbow sleepover, a 
Brownie Pack Holiday, a Guide Camp/Holiday or a Senior Section residential 
event. In order to do this, the leader of the event must have the appropriate 
qualifications and so this year, 7 leaders have gained qualifications as part of the 
Going Away Scheme.  Further qualifications are required to allow leaders to take 
girls on a residential trip abroad and 2 leaders have gained these qualifications this 
year. 
Congratulations to everyone who has successfully completed any of these 
qualifications. 
Leaders also recognise the importance of keeping their skills up to date and many 
leaders have attended the trainings below: 

1st response (both initial training and renewal for 1st Aid) 
Safe Space training 
Unit Finances and Gift Aid training 
Programme training for the different sections: Rainbow; Brownie; Guide and 

Senior Section 
 

Several girls also successfully completed their Baden Powell Award and the 
Commonwealth Award. Congratulations! 
We are very fortunate to have many leaders in the County who have given many 
years’ service to Guiding.  To recognise this and to thank them for their in valuable 
contribution to Guiding, several Long Service Awards have been awarded. Over 
the last year 24 leaders have completed 5 years’ service, 13 have completed 10 
years’ service, 8 have completed 20 years’ service, 6 have completed 30 years’ 



service and 2 have completed an amazing 40 years’ service. Our grateful thanks 
must go to them and to everyone for their wonderful dedication to Girlguiding in 
Durham North. 
Thank you to all the members of the Trefoil Guild in Durham North, who once 
again have supported our programme in so many ways. We are very appreciative of 
all the help they give to Units, Districts and Divisions and the County and they also 
enjoy a variety of activities in their own Guilds. 
There has been further maintenance at Camp House in terms of the house and 
grounds.  
House: We have put in place containers for the recycling of paper, cardboard, 
plastic bottles and containers, aerosols, food tins and drinks cans. A salt bin has 
been placed on the hill leading to Camp House for use during bad weather. 
 Site :  The stone wall in the field is now complete and topping stones have been re-
bedded.   
We also have a new Woodland Management Plan for the next 5 years which will 
enable us to manage the safe removal of any dying or diseased trees.  Volunteers 
help on a regular basis to strim along the track leading to the house and to clear 
brambles from the woodland. 
We have also continued fundraising for our future plans of  progressing the Lodge 
conversion to accommodate 8 girls and 2 leaders.  
We held our annual Strawberry Tea at Camp House and while we were not 
fortunate with the weather this year, there was still a good turn out and there was a 
lovely atmosphere with leaders from both Counties catching up on news while 
having a delicious scone with strawberries and cream and strawberry gateau.  
Grateful thanks to everyone who has been involved in any way with Camp House 
this year – your efforts are greatly appreciated. 
Once again we had a very successful weekend residential training event in July at 
the Waddow Hall Activity Centre in Lancashire. Over 20 leaders from across the 
County met up for the weekend to learn lots of new games and activities  to use 
within their units. It was a great opportunity to re-charge our batteries and take 
advantage of other leaders’ suggestions and experiences in running their units.  
The County was also involved in the celebrations held during the weekend of 11th-
12th June to mark the Queen’s 90th Birthday. There was a concert in Newcastle City 
Hall on Saturday 11th June which was narrated by Alasdair Hutton, writer and 
narrator of The Royal Edinburgh Military Tattoo. In this, each decade of the 
Queen’s life was illustrated through a selection of music, song and dance. We had a 
representative from the county in the Parade and the event itself was attended by 
several members of the County. 
The following day several girls and leaders took part in a Parade on Gateshead 
Millennium Bridge. The parade formed two halves: one on the Newcastle side, the 
other on the Gateshead side. We were on the Gateshead side and when we marched 
on to the bridge with the bands leading us, we met up with the members of 
Girlguiding  from Newcastle who had come from the Newcastle side. The Lord 
Lieutenant and Lord Mayor of Newcastle then inspected the parade, the National 
Anthem was played followed by a short service, some music and some messages of 
congratulations were read by dignitaries. Finally, everyone sang Happy Birthday 
and gave three cheers for Her Majesty.   
During the day we also provided a stand with information about Guiding and also a 
mosaic activity which anyone coming to the stand could help complete. Passers-by 
were also interested to look at photos of the Queen as a guide and Sea Ranger. 
Many thanks to all who helped out in any way to make the event a success. 
 
A huge thank you to Claire Hindmarch, our member of staff in the County Office, 
who has once again proved invaluable as she has made sure that our central 
administrative tasks in the County have been carried out efficiently and effectively. 
This has included assisting in the organisation of our training events and recording 
information about trainings attended and qualifications gained. 
We are in the County indebted to all who have supported the County in any way.  
We are very lucky to have dedicated members of the County Executive Committee, 
District commissioners, advisers and others who hold a specific role in the County, 
and also many Unit leaders and Unit helpers who run meetings week in and week 
out to make sure girls in the County continue to have the opportunity to develop 
their potential in a safe girl only space whilst making new friends and experiencing 
new and exciting activities.     
Once again grateful thanks go to S M Lowery for reviewing our financial records 
and to the Sir James Knott Trust for their continued financial support, which has 
helped us to continue to train our volunteers appropriately so that they in turn can 
provide a wide range of exciting activities for our young people. 
 
Patricia  Jakeway    Lisa Nesworthy 
Previous County Commissioner  Current County Commissioner 
 
 



 
Durham North has: 
 
 3677 members: 
 
 462  trained adult volunteer Leaders & 
     Unit helpers aged 18+ 
 78 Senior Section members aged 14-25 
 649 Guides aged 10 –15 years 
 1543 Brownies aged 7—10 years 
 711 Rainbows aged 5—7 years 

Thank you and congratulations to all those who have gained qualifications 
and awards over the last year. 

50 year Service Award 
Kathleen Flockhart 
Lorna Reynolds 
Elizabeth Gray 
Pat Bennett 
 
40 year Service Award 
Veda Gent 
Vivien Smith 
 

30 year Service Award 
Barbara Lamb 
Barbara Coulson 
Sonia Butcher 
 

20 year Service Award 
Tracey Dennison 
Gillian Mabbitt 
Kirsty Newton 
Kirsty Fullard 
Brenda Horton 
Andrea Smith 
 

10 year Service Award 
Elizabeth Hayton 
Helen Bain 
Cath Garrett 
Amy Richardson 
Christine Wilkinson 
Liza Dorothy-Bean 
Jan Sawyer 
Amanda Forster 
Martin Tovey 
Kate Doughty 
Leanne Gaffney 
Ashleigh Palmer 
Melanie Kirkland 
Julie Simpson 
Helen Butler 
Susan Spurr 
 

5 year Service Award 
Vanessa Gibson 
Holly Shirazi 
Amy Harrison 

Jenny McRae 
Libby Hannen 
Jenna Ingoe 
Amy Trotter 
Amy Bagley 
Nicola Bennett 
Emily Henderson 
Rachel Jones 
Rebecca Newton 
Georgina Hall 
Alan Eastick 
Janet Eastick 
Hannah Potts 
Sharon Owens 
Catherine Tait 
Nicola Hay 
Leadership qualification  
Kate Hollamby     Rainbows 
Emily Henderson     Rainbows 
Julie Hoy      Rainbows 
Natalie Graham     Rainbows 
Zoe Lambert     Rainbows 
Jenny McRae     Rainbows 
Rachel Batey     Rainbows 
Kate Doughty     Rainbows 
Louise Bailey     Rainbows 
Jessica Birch     Rainbows 
Chloe Parvin     Rainbows 
Kirsty Barker     Rainbows 
Amanda Johnson     Rainbows 
Rachael Widdrington—Fox 
       Rainbows 
Jenny Leverett     Rainbows 
Victoria Hutchison  Rainbows 
Liza Dorothy-Bean   Brownies 
Emily Overton      Brownies 
Laura Collins      Brownies 
Michaela Fleury      Brownies 
Angela Marshall       Brownies 
Charlotte Ridley      Brownies 
Elizabeth Stobart     Brownies 
Kirsty Barker      Brownies 
Kim Long       Brownies 

Bethany Lowes  Brownies 
Heidi Scott   Brownies 
Catherine Tait  Brownies 
Patricia Stephenson Brownies 
Rebecca Magdalena Brownies 
Tracy Kirk   Guides 
Ann Donmall  Guides 
Amanda Johnson  Guides 
Rebecca Ashby  Guides 
Victoria Bradford  Guides 
Katie Dixon   Guides 
Rebecca Newton  Guides 
Stephanie Osborne Guides 
Rebecca Young  Guides 
Megan Lamb  Guides 
Josephine Scott  Guides 
Helen LePatourel Guides 
Sarah Devine  Senior Section 
Margaret Humble  Senior Section 
Hayley Robertson Senior Section 
Kathryn Thompson Senior Section 
 
Brownie Sleepover Licence 
Christine Wright 

 
Going Away Brownie Programme  
Tracey Leverett 
Donna Hitcham 
Jo James 
Tracey Tait 
 

Going Away Guide Programme 
Sarah Dixon 
 

Going Away Senior Section Programme 
Lisa Nesworthy 
   

Catering Qualification 
Claire Taylor 

 
Chief Guide Award 
Jenny Leverett 
Stacey Kenny 
 

Young Leader Qualification 
Emily Bennett  Beth Copeland 
Georgia Lea  Megan Toolin 
Dizzy Peverley   
 

If you would like to join us or help in any way, please 
contact: 
 
Girlguiding Durham North County Office 
Design Works 
Felling 
Gateshead 
NE10 0JP 
 
Tel:         0191 4236286 
E mail: office@girlguidingdurhamnorth.org.uk 

mailto:office@girlguiding-durhamnorth.org.uk

