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Girlguiding Durham North provides a varied and active programme for girls and 
young women which includes Rainbows, Brownies, Guides, Rangers and  
Adults.  

  
The County has 1597 active girls and 504 volunteers. We have lost quite a few 
members during the Pandemic, however, I’m sure the numbers will increase once 
Girlguiding returns back to meeting face to face again. Please keep in your thoughts 
and hearts those members who have sadly passed away during this last year, they’ll 
never be forgotten. I’d like to say a huge thank you to everyone for all the 
wonderful ways you have kept Guiding continuing throughout a very difficult and 
worrying year. The Coronavirus Pandemic that has hit us over the past year has 
stopped any Guiding meetings in their tracks. Fortunately, many Leaders have been 
resourceful in maintaining virtual meetings, sending out activity packs, meeting 
outdoors when possible and simply just keeping in touch throughout this difficult 
year.  
  
Several girls have gained their Commonwealth Awards and are just waiting for me 
to be able to present their Badge when face to face meetings are possible again. 
Well done girls!  
  
We also have several Leaders who have devoted their time and given many years to 
Girlguiding and have been awarded their Long Service Award in recognition of this. 
This year 21 Leaders have completed 5 years’ service, 10 have completed 10 years’ 
service, 4 have completed 20 years’ service, 1 has completed her 30 years’ service 
and 6 have completed 40 years’ service WOW! Amazing. Congratulations and thank 
you for your commitment to Girlguiding Durham North.  
  
Some of the wonderful Guiding that has happened during the last year is as follows:  
Jarrow Division: Guides and Rangers had a BBQ in the Church car park, went to the 
beach and had zoom meetings.  
  
Sunderland South Division: 1 unit met outside, had an adventure day at 
Moorhouse, a few units are holding zoom meetings. St Gabriel’s Rainbows, 
Brownies, Guides and Rangers had a virtual sleepover with a Frozen ll theme.  
  

   Sunderland North: Guide and Ranger units have held zoom meetings while some      
   Rainbow and Brownie units have sent out activity packs either by post or email.  

  
Washington Division: Held a Thinking Day service with 120 members. The theme 
was Diversity – if you couldn’t use something. One of the activities included feet 
painting. The Division had an all section virtual sleepover. 7 units held zoom 
meetings, 6 units met outside and 1 of the units carved pumpkins in the wood.   
  
Derwentside: The Rainbows, Brownies and Guides in Consett held a virtual 
sleepover with an Alice in Wonderland theme. Benfieldside Brownies and Guides 
met outside and took part in various art trails. Other units held zoom meetings.   
 

Whickham Division: The Division had a trip to the cinema to see Frozen ll. They held 
a Thinking Day event. Rainbows visited a Post Sorting Office, they saw how it sorts their addresses and got cupcakes and juice. A 
few of the units had zoom meetings. 1 Brownie unit held a virtual sleepover. A Rainbow unit went to a local nursing home and 
cheered up their residents, socially distanced of course. All sections including Trefoil took part in the VE Day Challenge. The 
Division also had a virtual Remembrance Day event.  

  
 



  

  

  

  

  

  
  
        
  
  
  
  
  
    

  
  

 

  
  

  
  

  
  

  

  

  
  

  
  

  
  

                   
  

  

Gateshead: Also went to the cinema to see Frozen II. Some units held zoom 
meetings from March, a few more started zooming in September. Rainbows and 
Brownies had a few meetings outdoors when the lockdown allowed. 
 
South Shields: The Division held a Thinking Day event. A couple of units met 
outside and 1 or 2 units held zoom meetings. South Shields GHQ has had a long 
awaited revamp including a ramp fitted for wheelchair access. 
 
Camp House: We have seen further improvements to the house itself and 
maintenance of the woodlands. Unfortunately, we haven’t been able to have our 
annual Bluebell Day or any residentials during the year. I think we are all hoping  
we can take the girls away later this year. A huge thank you to Pat Bennett for all 
her hard work, dedication and the many hours she has given to Camp House. 
 
During the year our Leaders have still been able to complete their Safe Space 
levels virtually and online. My huge thanks go to Christine Mantle and Claire 
Hindmarch for all their support, time and energy they have given to keeping you 
informed of the available trainings and keeping on top of your expiry dates. 
 
I’d like to thank Mary Hardy who always kept us informed of all the wonderful 
adventures Trefoil have and wish her all the best now her role has come to an end. 
I’d like to welcome on board Christine Shovlin and Margie Humble who have taken 
on the role jointly. 
 
Thank you to Sonia, our County President, who always has a good listening ear and 
offers a hand of friendship at any time as well as supporting all our events right 
from the planning stage. 
 
We are again very grateful to the Sir James Knott Trust whose financial support 
enables members of Guides, Rangers and Leaders to take part in International 
trips. Unfortunately, the trip to Gdansk was cancelled but I’m hoping the 
candidates who were supposed to attend will take up other opportunities in the 
future. 
 
Many thanks to Claire Hindmarch, our member of staff in the County Office. Claire 
has again been an invaluable resource ensuring once again the smooth running of 
the administration within the County. Sadly, Claire has moved onto pastures new 
at HMRC, we all wish her well and congratulations in her new job. 
 
I would like to extend my grateful thanks once again to S M Lowery for reviewing 
our financial records. 
 
A huge thank you to everyone who has continued to support our County in any 
way. This includes members of the County Executive Committee, all District and 
Division Commissioners, Advisers, Trainers, Trefoil members and all other roles. 
Thanks to each and every one of our members, girls, leaders and supporters, I 
appreciate all you have done to get through this difficult and challenging year, we 
have survived. We are all looking forward to 2021 being a healthier and more 
normal year, with Guiding being able to return to face to face meetings. 
 
I can’t believe my 5 years as County Commissioner is over, it has been an honour 
and a privilege to lead our wonderful County, I’m proud to be part of Durham 
North, thank you for your support and friendships during this time. I’ll know you’ll 
all be with me in congratulating and supporting Christine Mantle as she starts her 
journey as County Commissioner. 
 
Lisa Nesworthy 
County Commissioner 
 
 
 
 



Thank you and congratulations to all those who have gained qualifications and 

awards over the last year.  
 

40 year Service Award  

Mavis Beadle  

Susan Bellamy  

Heather Taylor  

Gillian Hunt  

Linda Gregory  

Barbara Mannall  
  

30 year Service Award  

Emma Dawes  
  
20 year Service Award  

Diana Hauber  

Laura Anne Gillard  

Lynn Watson  

Linda Fernandez  
  
10 year Service Award  

Tor Hutchison  

Krystyna Kendall  

Carole Slator  

Laura Collins  

Marianne Cox  

Jane Wood  

Amanda Johnson  

Hollie Myers  

Emma Ashton  

Jenna Kovacs  
   
  
  
  
  
  
  
  
  
  
  
    
  
  
  
  

 

5 year Service Award  

Katy Dawes  

Emma Nelthorpe  

Jade Roper  

Abigail Maxwell  

Emilie Hopper  

Lara Whittle  

Megan Toolin  

Alice Stephenson  

Bethany Copeland  

Sarah Leach  

Hannah Watson  

Abigail Marshall  

Samantha Beaney  

Liz Bradshaw  

Kim Long  

Rhiannon Griffiths  

Angela Marshall  

Kate Edmonds  

Rebecca Reeve  

Patricia Rasmussen  

Tyler-Jayne Wilson  
  
  
  
Going Away International  

Sarah Aitken  
   
  
  
  
  
  
  
  
  
  
  
  
    
  
  
  
  

 

Commonwealth Award  

Freya Young  

Hayley Dobinson  

Nina Hellens  

Leigha MacLeod  

Ellie Rennison  

Emily Watson  

Chloe Wheeler  
  
  
Chief Guide Award  

Skye Smith  
  
  
Young Leader Qualification  

Charlotte Beech  

Caitlin Buddy  

Amy Meston  

Georgia Miller  
  
  
Leadership qualification   

Hayley Fletcher  Rainbows  

Hope Bell-Wharton Brownies  

Abigail Marshall  Brownies  

Hannah Young   Brownies   
Charlotte Beech                 Guides  
Hannah Watson                 Guides  

Carly Gorman          Rangers  

Jo James                    Rangers  
         
  
  
   

 

  
 

   
   

   

   

   

   

   

  
  

               

      


